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tial in order to have him feel the need for certain knowledges,
skills, and attitudes, through experiences in which he uses
them, as he reaches different stages in growth. For example,
if the experiences are gauged to expanding ability and inter-
ests, eight-year-olds begin to respond to drill in skills needed
for their games and work. In school they strive for accom-
plishment in the quality and quantity of what they do.
Competition or vying with each other increases and, while
recognizing the challenge of this for the children, leaders
should emphasize also children's use of fair play, honesty, and
generosity—to mention but a few social qualities—in their re-
lationship with others.
experiences of primary-grade children
become more complex
Horizons are widening and the child is busy acquiring many
differentiated knowledges and skills during the primary years.
Socialization must not be lost sight of in the pursuit of knowl-
edge, for information as well as other fundamental apprecia-
tions can be gained through social experiences. There should
be a gradual transition from the highly individualized expe-
riences of the preschool years to group experiences of .greater
complexity. Whereas the nursery school child's social con-
tacts are largely bound by the home, during the kindergarten
and early primary years the child's circle gradually widens to
include his playmates in school, in the church, and in the
neighborhood.
Children dramatize everything at this time. They espe-
cially enjoy imitating their elders. This gives teachers excel-
lent opportunities to teach social and family customs and ac-
ceptable behavior. Glamorizing everyday conduct of the
more social nature may stir young appreciations.
There should be interplay between learning new facts and
experiencing—each should motivate the other. To illustrate
from the field of health: If the daily school routines provide
rest well balanced with outdoor exercise and free play, and the
teacher helps the child to note his health progress by checking

